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In 2020,the U.S.GreenBuildingCouncilUSGBGQwardedthe Cityof SantaFewith
LEE®GoldCertificationfor its exceptionalperformancein fosteringa sustainable,
resilientcity. LEEJLeadershipn Energyand EnvironmentaDesign)s the mostwidely
usedrating systemin the world for sustainabilityachievemeni&andleadership.SantaFe
joinsa globalnetwork of more than 100 LEEzertified citiesand communities.This
certificationrecognizeshe hardwork of the peopleof SantaFe,Cityof SantaFe
employeeshusinessesand nonprofit organizationso makeSantaFeone of the best
placesin the world to live.

Santa Fe was rated on its performance under LEED v4.1 in key sustainability metrics
that include energy, water, waste, transportation, education, health, safety, prosperity
and equitability and was awarded 62 aft110 possible points. The rating applies to
everything within city limits, not only City operatioi$heCity of Santa Fe

demonstrated exceptional performance in thNatural Systems and Ecology and Energy
and Greenhouse Gas Emissicategories, achieving all possible points in the Energy
and Greenhouse Gas Performance prerequigitepossible points weralsoawarded

for innovative practices and focusing on actions that are a priority in the Southwest
such as water conservation.

The LEEertificationprovidesa gapanalysido enableimprovedimplementationof
the Sustainable&santaFe25-YearPlan.It providesspecific,quantifiablegoals,to
complementthe broad,visionarygoalsof the plan. Asthe Citycontinues
implementationof the plan,it will seeanincreasan its LEEertificationlevel. This
enablesthe Cityto trackits progressn implementationof its sustainabilitygoals.

This project wasnanaged by the Environmental Services Division under the direction
of Katherine Mortimer, Sustainability Supervisor, and Neal Denton, Sustainability
Planner. Project support was providdte Land Use Department, Metropolitan
Planning Organization, Offioé Affordable Housing, Office of Economic Development,
Office of Emergency Managemefffice of Water Conservation, Parks and Recreation
Department, and Public Works DepartmebDiata and other information were

submitted by the Public Service Company oivN\dexico (PNM), New Mexico Gas
Company, New Mexico Motor Vehicle Division, fRiggion Council of Governments,
Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency, and Santa Fe Public Schools. The
certificationwas made possible by a 2019 grant from Bank of Americanthat

awarded by USGBC to fifteen cities and communities. The grant provided financial
assistance, educational resources, and technical support.
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The City oBanta Fe wasne of 15 cities and communitieglected for the2019LEED

for Cities and Communities Grant Prograreated byuSGB@nd Bank of America.

The grant provides financial assistance, educational resources and technical support
throughout the cetification processThe participants are the first to test LEED v4.1

and are providing valuable feedback to USGBC on the rating syBtentCity of Santa

Fe joins mre than 100 cities and communities globdhgt have already been

certified.In 2018, STAR (Sustainability, Tracking, Assessment, and Rating) Communities
was merged with USGBC to form the LEED for Cities and Communities Program. STAR
certified communities were allowed to pieertify under LEED.

LEED for Cities and Communities
a new way forward for resilient,
green, inclusiveand smatrt cities.

It provides a globally consistent
way to measure and communicate
performance. The rating system
encompasses sustainability and
much mora quality of life, health,
prosperity, equity, edudaon,
resilience, infrastructurgand
energyt and helps a city
demonstrate its commitment to its
citizens.Cities are scored on their performance in six categories: Natural Systems and
Ecology, Transportation and Land Use, Water Efficiency, Energy agthGuse Gas
Emissions, Materials and Resources and Quality of Life. Additional points are awarded
by achieving credits in each category with ten points available for innovative
approaches and projects that are a priority for the region such as draugigation in

the southwest.One of four levels of certification is achieved: LEED Certified940
points), Silver (589 points), Gold (6G9 points), and Platinum (80+ points).
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The Sustainable Santa Fe'2&ar
Plan,approved by the City of Santa Fe
Governing Body in 2018, established
strategies for a thriving community
whereclimate impacts are

neutralized, natural resources are
abundant and clean, and sustainable
economicactivity is generated

through enhancing sodiaquity and

the regenerative capacity of the
environment.The plandeveloped by

a citizenled commission, City staff,
and other community members
established 91 strategies to achieve
carbon neutrality, improve quality of
life and social equity, enhance
ecological resilience, and strengthen theonomy

The LEEIr Cities and Communities metrics closely mirror the strategies ipldne
The certification provides a gap analysismproveimplementation ofthe planand
specific, quantifiable goals, to complement the broad, visionary goals gfiémelt
tells us where we are, so we can better understand where we should go.

Providing a numeriscore for sustainability effortsnables the City tbetter track its
progress in implementation of its sustainability godalee metrics included in the LEED
certification were developed by subjentatter-experts around the world who have
seen these strategies result meaningful change in communities. Using the LEED
certification also shows that the Sustainable Santa F& @ar Plan strategies are
aligned with best practices worldwide.

The Cityexpects toapply for recertification ir2025 As the City continues

implementation of the plan, ihopes toincrease to a LEED Platim certification.
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This roadmap details what is needed to obtain more points and how those tasks
overlap with the SustainablBanta Fe 2¥ear Plan.



